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symbolism of the Passover Seder and 
apply it to my understanding of 
Jesus. He is the Lamb of God, the 
unleavened bread of life that was 
pierced, and His shed blood is 
memorialized by the cup of the 
New Covenant. There is so much 
more to tell, as the parallels between 
the Passover and the Lord’s Supper 
are extraordinary.

Most of all, I hope you will be 
courageous and bold and invite your 
Jewish friends to a Messianic Passover 
Seder during this time of the year. 
You can locate a Celebrate Messiah 
sponsored Passover Seder by  
going on our website,  
www.celebratemessiah.com.au/events 
or contact our church relations office 
when you call 03 9563 5544 or write  
churchrelations@celebratemessiah.com.au. 
Please consider bringing a Jewish 
friend to one of these events—my 
prayer is that they experience what 
happened to me.

schedule a presentation  
for next year.

You can also find out if there is a 
Messianic Seder being held in your 
community sometime over the next 
month. The event could be sponsored 
by a local church, home group or 
Jewish outreach. As a Jewish believer 
in Jesus, I can tell you from personal 
experience that “Messiah in the 
Passover” is an eye-opening 
presentation for many Jewish 
people—and many believers as well!

My First “Messiah in 
the Passover”

I still remember the first time  
I watched a Jewish believer present a 
Passover demonstration at a church. 
Even though I was a new believer,  
I was able to understand the 

Dear friend in the Messiah,
Shalom and happy Passover! This 

is a wonderful time of the year for 
both Jewish people and Christians 
who know the fulfillment of the 
Passover through Jesus the Messiah. 
This year, Your Mission to the Jewish 
People will be presenting what we 
call “Messiah in the Passover” at 
almost a thousand churches in 
Australia and around the world this 
month. Our various Messianic 
congregations will sponsor Passover 
Seders (Banquets) as well, and so will 
many local churches and Jewish 
ministries. 

It is quite possible that you might 
want to have Celebrate Messiah 
present “Messiah in the Passover” at 
your church as well. Unfortunately, 
it is too late for this year, as our 
speakers are already scheduled—but 
it is a great time to plan for next 
year! So please look at the enclosed 
card and be sure to fill out the 
information requested so  
that we can contact your  
church and pastor to  

PASSOVER:  
Redemption Fulfilled
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Inviting Your Jewish 
Friend to a Messianic 

Passover Seder
Allow me to give you a few ideas 

about how to invite a Jewish friend 
to a Celebrate Messiah “Messiah in 
the Passover” presentation or to a 
Messianic Seder.

I am often asked, “How do I decide 
which Jewish friend I should 
invite to a Passover Seder?” This 
is a difficult question with a 
very easy solution. The answer is 
to ask the Lord in prayer to 
direct you as to whom you 
should invite. Then ask Him to 
give you the courage, boldness 
and opportunity to invite your 
Jewish friend or relative.

You might also wonder 
whether or not your Jewish 
friends would even be 
interested in attending a 
Messianic Passover Seder. I find 
that many Jewish people are 
actually quite interested in 
going along with a Christian 
friend to a Passover Seder. It is 
a rare Jewish person who has 
never experienced the Seder, 
even if only in childhood—so 
you do not have to explain or 
“sell” the idea of going to a 
Seder. 

One thing I might suggest is 
that you present this event as 
an “interfaith Seder;” these are, by the 
way, becoming quite popular. That 
way, your friend will understand that 
there will be a component of 
Christian teaching as part of the 
event, and he or she will not feel as 
though they are being “ambushed” or 
that you have brought them under 
false pretenses. 

It is perfectly acceptable to tell 
your Jewish friend that you have 
discovered that Communion, or the 
Lord’s Supper, which is such an 
essential part of Christianity, has 
Jewish roots. 

Your Jewish friend is probably 
wondering why you would ever 
want to celebrate a Jewish Passover 
Seder anyway! Their curiosity might 

drive them to attend. But the main 
reason why your Jewish friend would 
want to attend the Passover is 
because he or she is your friend. 
They want to understand you. They 
have seen that your faith is vital and 
dynamic—not simply part of your 
life, but the core of your life and 
being. By now, I am sure that this has 
both attracted your Jewish friend and 

made them curious. In other words, 
they might really want to see “what 
makes you tick” spiritually.

Expect Positive 
Responses

The one response that you fear 
the most will probably not happen. 
Your Jewish friend will probably not 
get angry and reject your invitation 
outright on religious or moral 
grounds. They might reject the 
invitation because of a scheduling 
conflict, but not because they are 
offended. This would rarely happen. 
In fact, the most probable response is 
that your Jewish friend would tell 
you how thoughtful you were for 
inviting them and that they either 

can or cannot come based on their 
schedule. So you needn’t be overly 
concerned about the way your 
invitation will be received. 

To avoid unnecessary Christian 
terminology, you may choose to use 
the word “Messiah” instead of the 
word “Christ.” You could say 
“Yeshua” rather than “Jesus.” You 
might even stress to your Jewish 

friend that there is more Jewishness 
to Christianity than most people 
ever suspect. 

Preparing Yourself for 
the Messianic Seder
Finally, you can prepare yourself 

for attending a Messianic Passover 
Seder with your Jewish friend by 
learning more about Passover 
yourself. I know the chart in this 
newsletter will be very helpful to 
you.

Perhaps the best preparation for 
you would be to attend a Passover 
Seder at the home of your Jewish 
friend. If you are invited, jump at 
the chance! You will enjoy it and it 
will provide a point of comparison 
for the Messianic Passover Seder. 

You might also read through the 
Passover account in the Book of 
Exodus and encourage your friend 
to do so as well. This will help 
prepare you for the evening. 
Anything you can do to include 

the Bible—especially the Old 
Testament—into the framework of 
your relationship with your Jewish 
friend will be helpful in the days 
ahead. Most of all, pray for the event 
and for your Jewish friend, as this 
could be an evening that will 
transform his or her life.

Have a blessed Passover and 
Easter. May the risen Lamb of God 
fill your home with 
His power and joy!

Yours in Him,

Mitch Glaser 
President, Chosen 
People Ministries Dr. Mitch Glaser 
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The Feast of Passover 
commemorates 

God’s redemption of 
Israel from its 400-year 
enslavement in Egypt. 
Over 3,000 years ago, 
the children of Israel 
suffered under the 
severe oppression of the 
Pharaoh. As the Book 
of Exodus records, God 
sent Moses to deliver 
them from the 
Egyptians, but Pharaoh 
refused to let the 
Israelites leave Egypt for 
the Promised Land. Due 
to the hardness of 
Pharaoh’s heart, God 

proceeded to pour out a series of ten plagues upon the 
Egyptians, culminating in the final plague, the slaying of 
firstborn sons of Egypt. God protected the Israelite children 
with the marking of the doorposts and the lintels of their 
homes with the blood of a lamb (Ex. 12:1-30). 

The Jewish people commemorate this event every year 
through a ceremonial meal known as the Passover Seder. 
Throughout the world, Jewish families gather to remember 
the events of the Exodus and to celebrate the faithfulness 
of the God of Israel. The word “seder,” which in this 
instance means order or procedure, refers to the retelling of 
the account through a special book known as the 
“haggadah” (telling of the story). One of the most 
important purposes of the Passover Seder is to teach the 
sacred history of the Jewish people to the children of each 
emerging Jewish generation. 

There is an added dimension of celebration for Jewish 
and non-Jewish followers of Jesus the Messiah, for Jesus 
celebrated this meal with His disciples on the evening 
before His death. Known in Christian faith as the Last 
Supper (Mat. 26:17-30), the New Testament records how 
the Passover elements of the unleavened bread and the 
wine have become the basis of the Lord’s Supper, or 
Communion. 

As Jesus and the disciples celebrated God’s redemption 
of Israel, Jesus foretold how His death would provide 
redemption from sin (Mat. 26:26-29). The themes of 
Passover prepared the nation for the redemption God 
provides through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

Celebrate the Passover with a 
Seder at Home

The Passover Seder is a wonderful opportunity to present 
the Gospel in a truly creative and memorable way to 
family, believing friends and, of course, Jewish seekers.  
It not only reminds us of God’s redemption from slavery 
in Egypt, but also reinforces the scriptural connection to 
the ministry of Jesus the Messiah, who has released us 
from spiritual bondage. 

The warmth of table fellowship shared over a good 
meal, combined with the Passover emphasis on God’s 
redeeming power, has helped many Jewish people 
understand the relationship of the prophetic promises 
of the Hebrew Scriptures to their fulfillment in the life 
of Jesus.

Celebrate Messiah has many helpful resources to help 
you celebrate Passover. You can find them on our website 
- www.celebratemessiah.com.au/store 
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PASSOVER:  
Promise & Fulfillment

Theme Passover The Messiah

Enslavement The children of Israel served as slaves 
under the oppression of the Pharaoh 
(Ex. 1:11-12; 6:6). 

After Adam and Eve’s rebellion, humanity fell 
under the oppression of slavery to sin and death 
(Rom. 6:20-21; Eph. 2:1-3).

The Lamb God redeemed Israel through the sacrifice 
of a lamb without any defect (Ex. 12:5). He 
instructed the people to sacrifice the lamb  
     and to spread the blood upon the  
      doorposts of their homes with hyssop  
      (Ex. 12:21-22).

John describes Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). In 
the same way as the Passover lamb was without 
defect, Jesus was without sin (2 Cor. 5:21). This 
is why Paul tells us to remember how the 
“Messiah, our Passover Lamb, has been 
sacrificed” (I Cor. 5:7). 

Blood God redeemed Israel from Egypt through the 
shedding of blood. When God passed 
through the land of Egypt, He saw the blood 
of the lamb on the top and sides of the 
doorframe; therefore, He passed over the 
Israelite homes and did not allow the 
destroyer to take the lives of their firstborn 
sons (Ex. 12:23).

The Bible teaches us that without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness for sins 
(Heb. 9:22). Jesus tells us that through His 
blood, He provides the forgiveness of sin 
(Mat. 26:28). He is the Lamb who was wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities (Isaiah 53:5).

Matzah During the week of Passover, the Jewish 
community abstains from eating anything 
containing leaven and eats only unleavened 
bread, or matzah (Ex. 12:19-20). When the  
    Israelites fled Egypt in haste, they did not  
     have time to wait for the bread to rise 
while it baked. 

The Bible presents leaven as a symbol of sin 
(Mat. 16:6-12; 1 Cor. 5:6-8). Jesus was without 
sin, meaning without leaven (2 Cor. 5:21). 
Symbolically, Jesus was crucified at the 
beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

Bitter Herbs The Torah prescribes three necessary  
  elements of Passover: the Lamb, Matzah  
      and Bitter Herbs (Ex. 12:8). The bitter  
      herbs remind the Israelites of how the  
     Egyptians embittered the lives of the 
slaves in Egypt. 

For believers, the bitter herbs represent how 
Jesus delivers His people from the bitterness and 
sorrow of sin and brings joy to our lives.

Redemption The story of Passover represents God’s 
redemption of Israel out of Egypt. 

God fittingly chose the celebration of Israel’s 
redemption from Egypt as the day to redeem the 
world through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Land God delivered the children of Israel out of 
Egypt in order to bring them into the 
Promised Land. 

In the same way, God delivers followers of Jesus 
from a dominion of darkness to bring them into 
His kingdom (Col. 1:13), and reminds us that 
one day God will fulfill His promise to establish 
His earthly kingdom in Jerusalem. 

First Fruits Following Passover, God commanded the 
nation to offer the first fruits of their harvest 
on the first day following the Sabbath; 
therefore, on the Sunday following Passover, 
God instructs Israel to offer the first fruits of 
their harvest as an offering (Lev. 23:9-14).

On the Sunday following Passover, Jesus 
conquered death and rose from the dead, 
coinciding with the Feast of First Fruits. As the 
first fruit of the resurrection, Jesus gives hope to 
His people that they shall likewise follow Him 
into eternal life (1 Cor. 15:20-23). 
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write impressions of the person’s name, location, 
clothing colour or something else on paper, and go out 
to find the person God had shown them. With God-
inspired clues: shopping centre, Woolworths, lady, dog, 
and a red scarf, they headed down to the closest 
Woolworths supermarket and began looking for a lady 
with a dog.  Nothing.  They came out a bit disheartened.  
As they turned the corner out of the shop there was a 
lady walking her dog under the big Woolworths sign. 
“We walked up to her,” said Jay, “and excitedly told her 
we had been waiting on God for who to talk to, and we 
got the clues: dog, lady, and Woolworths.  You are our 
treasure we told her”.  We asked if there was anything 
we could pray for her. She was a bit overwhelmed but 
responded immediately about one of her close friends 
who had been admitted into hospital.  They didn’t 
know what was wrong with her, but they thought it 
might be MS.  “We asked if we could pray for her 
friend there, we also prayed a blessing over her and God 
touched her.”  Tears welled up in her eyes as she thanked 
the young people for coming out and praying for her.  
The group then walked across the road and saw a 
young 15 year-old girl wearing a red scarf in her hair.  
“We again told her our story and asked her if there was 
anything we could pray for her about.  As we talked to 
her, God showed us that there was relationship 
breakdown between her parents.  She asked us to pray 
for her family.  

“It was such a fun activity for the youth to learn to 
listen to God’s voice and to also join Him in reaching 
out to others,” Jay said.

YESHUA BRINGS LIFE TO AILING SOULS 
Dying patients came to acknowledge the saving grace 

of Yeshua Messiah during a hospital visit from our Russian 
missionary, Rita. She led a small team of volunteers into a 
palliative care unit and they witnessed distress turn to joy 
as one by one four ladies heard the Good News of Yeshua 
and committed their lives to serving Him. What started as 
a visit full of tears and sorrow ended in great rejoicing, as 
sick and elderly patients, visitors and nursing staff all joined 
in to sing rousing renditions of Hebrew songs praising the 
God of Israel. 

SWEET GIFTS FOR OUR  
FRIENDS IN NEED

Food is always a welcome gift to receive, and the 
Tikkun Olam ministry has distributed sweet goodies 
for Purim and many packages are about to go out for 
Pesach. One recipient’s thank you note said, “…the 
courteous and kindly manner when given to me 
certainly made the sweet goodies even more enjoyable!” 
The packages are provided to needy people in Jewish 
communities around Australia. Please contact our office 
if you would like to support the ministry, and we would 
particularly appreciate more helpers in Sydney, Adelaide 
and Perth.

WELL WORTH STEPPING OUT IN FAITH 
Jay’s youth group aims to combine teaching and 

application, so they went on a ‘treasure hunt’.  After 10 
minutes to wait and listen to God and ask Him if there 
was anyone they could meet and pray for, they were to 

 
PLUCKY NORMAN AIMS  
TO FINISH THE RACE
Inspired by the Centurion in Luke 7 and Matthew 8, a member of the Beit HaMashiach 
Messianic Congregation will run 220km around Melbourne’s Port Philip Bay to raise funds for 
The Centurion’s Legacy – the Caulfield Messianic Centre Project. Norman Frazer, has 

more strings to his bow than Shabbat worship violinist. He and two work colleagues, Hugh and Salma, are ultra-
marathon runners, and will pound the pavement midnight Friday to around midday Sunday on a date to be set. If 
you’d like more information, and to sponsor the runners please visit www.caulfieldmessianiccentre.org.au.    
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Serving together with Chosen People Ministries in: Argentina, Australia, Canada, China, England, Finland, France, Germany, 
Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, United States.

In Australia contact: Celebrate Messiah Australia, PO Box 304, Caulfield South, VIC 3162, Australia. Phone: +61 3 9563 5544  
Fax: +61 3-9563 5544  Email:  enquiries@celebratemessiah.com.au

In New Zealand contact: Celebrate Messiah New Zealand, 276 Danseys Pass Rd, 12 CRD, Oamaru 9491, New Zealand, 
Phone: +64 3431 2564  Email:  scottsodc@gmail.com

In the footsteps of Yeshua & Paul
This unique 3-week tour will include hands on ministry 
while following in the footsteps of Yeshua (Jesus) the 
Messiah and Paul the Apostle. Your tour hosts Barry 
Buirski and Mark Polonsky are Jewish believers in Yeshua 
and, together with qualified messianic Jewish tour 
guides, will help you see Israel through Jewish Eyes. The 
tour is presented by Celebrate Messiah and operated by 
Inner Faith Travel.
The See Israel Through Jewish Eyes tour will feature:
• ISRAEL: Haifa, Jerusalem, Jordan Valley, Masada, the

Dead Sea and the Sea Of Galilee.
• TURKEY: Istanbul, Troy, Pergamom, Smyrna, and

Philadelphia.

For more details or to apply please contact:
Inner Faith Travel, 20 Grandview Tce, TALLAI, QLD  4213

Phone: 07 5530 2900 toll free 1800 074 426 
email: holyland@ift.net.au

including 5 days in Turkey
19 October - 9 November 2013  

Support the Centurion’s Run, go to www.caulfieldmessianiccentre.org.au

Simcha* 2013 – a global extravaganza

Celebrate a special Simcha* 
conference this year with an 
extravaganza of messianic  
speakers from around the world.

Chosen People Global Ministries will be 
holding its international conference in 
Melbourne to coincide with Simcha, and so 
representatives from 16 member countries 
will be joining us at the Phillip Island 
Adventure Resort from Friday 6 December to 
Sunday 8 December 2013. 

Hear excellent Bible teaching from messianic 
leaders, pray for revival amongst Jewish people 
in Australia and around the world, enjoy 
Messianic worship in music and dance.  
Book early to avoid disappointment.
*Simcha is a Hebrew word meaning a joyous occasion


